Noe, 


k 
* 


» 


4 
Te AN 
Sapa e 


Svyatoslav 


Translated by Eve Manning 


Drawings by Nikolai Ustinov 


Raduga Publishers 


Moscow 


THE SPERM WHALE 


A sperm whale was swimming about the sea. Then he stopped, 
filled his lungs with air, closed his blowhole, flung up his tail like a flag 
and was gone—down into the depths. 

Half an hour passed. An hour. No sperm whale. 

At last, up he came again. 

“You’ve been down there a long time!” 

“IT was chasing the squid. Why did he want to swim away like that?” 

“He took a look at your teeth.” 

“But it’s dark down there. How could he see them?” 

“His eyes are as big as wheels.” 


FISH OF THE CORAL REEFS 


A baby shark was swimming up and 
down and round about—close to the coral 
reef. 

The fishy folk shivered and huddled 
together. 

“Haven’t you any defence or protection 
against him, little fish?” 

“Of course we have,” said the trigger- 
fish. “I’ve a sharp spine, I hide in a little hole 
in the coral, raise my spine, and fix it firmly 
in the top, and nobody can pull me out.” 

“And I’ve got armour,” said the boxfish. 
“I’m as safe as a turtle in his house.” 

“But why are you trembling, then?” 

“He’s frightening all the same. Look at 
all the teeth that bandit’s got!” 


THE OCTOPUS 


The octopus was sliding along the seabed 
like a smoke cloud. Then he saw a crab 
coming along sideways. 

“Hallo, Ten-legs!.. Well, why don’t you 
answer, can’t you see me?” 

“No.” 

“Hee! Hee! Take a better look. I’ve put 
on two colours. When I went over the sand 
I was yellow, then I got into some seaweed 
and started to turn green. Here I am, right 
by you.” 


THE FLYING FISH 


A fish slipped along quickly under the water, then it put on a burst 
of speed, shot out into the air, spread out its big fins like the wings of 
a glider and flew. 

“Am I any worse than a bird?” 

“You’ve no voice.” 

“TI don’t need any in the sea.” 

Back it went into the water—splash! 


THE SWORD-FISH 


A fish swam in the water and was not afraid of anything because 
it’s a sword-fish. So it did not make way for anybody at all. 

Then a ship came near. 

“Maybe you’ll make way for that?” 

“Never!” 

The sword-fish made a rush at the ship, there was a sharp crack— 
and where was the sword?— Broken! 

M’yes, sometimes it’s better to give way! 


THE SHARK 


A shark was following a ship, swallowing up everything thrown 
away. 

A sack that had held meat? Into his jaws. 

A bottle? The same way. 

What about a piece of fat pork on a hook? A bit risky, but that bait 
is tempting! 

Before the shark knew where he was, he found himself lying on the 
deck. 

“Well, how was the fat?” 

“Nasty!” 


THE TURTLE 


“Hallo, turtle, why have you come out of the sea?” 

“It’s time for me to lay my eggs.” 

“Hadn’t you better get closer to the water?” 

“Too damp, my little turtles need warmth. Now here— just the 
very spot. The sand is dry and warm.’ 

“Why are you crying, then?” 

“I’m sorry a my little turtles, they'll have such a long way to 
crawl to ile sea.’ 


THE DUGONG 


How pleasant it is on the underwater meadow! The water is warm, 
the sun warms it right down to the bottom. And all round there is sea 
grass, all nice and juicy. 

The dugong slid slowly over the meadow, pushed its face into the 
green and munched happily. But the whiskered shrimps shot out in a 
hurry. 

“Hey, you thick-lips, look what you’re doing! You nearly ate us 
with the grass!” 


THE DOLPHIN 


A ship lay rocking on the waves. A dolphin kept swimming and 
swimming round about, waiting for something. Then a man came on 
deck, leaned over the side, fixed a metal box on the dolphin’s back, gave 
it a friendly slap—and down the dolphin went. 

“Where are you going, friend?” 

“Not far. Divers are living in a submarine house. I’m going to 
them.” 

“And what’s in that box?” 

“Letters.” 

“They’ll be pleased to get those. Hurry up, postman!” 
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THE MUDSKIPPER 


What a strange forest. The roots rise right up into the air, crabs 
run up and down the trunks and fish roost on the branches. 

A fly comes past. A fish gives a jump, catches the fly and down into 
the water, to the bottom where it buries itself in the slime. 

A wonderful fish! And a wonderful forest, too—a mangrove forest 
that grows right out of the sea! 
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In 1989, Raduga Publishers 


are launching a new 
DISCOVERY series of 
general knowledge books 
for junior and secon- 
dary school children. 
From the moment it 

is born a child is 
confronted by a mass of 
strange objects, noises 
and sensations. And the 
older it grows, the more 
it wants to know. The 


DISCOVERY series 
provides children with a 
wealth of information 
on the world around 
them, as well as answe- 
ring many of their 
questions. What, for inst- 
ance, makes a train go 
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along? What lives at 
the bottom of rivers and 
seas? Is there life on 
the other planets? 
This title introduces 
children to some of the 
inhabitants of warm- 
water seas: the sharp- 
toothed sperm-whale, 
flying fish, the octopus, 


_ the turtle, the dolphin, 


the voracious shark... 
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